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born on the 29th of July, 1908; Iola, born February 7, 1910; Louis, born January 7, 1912, and three 

children who died in infancy. 

The family are members of the Roman Catholic church and fraternally Mr. Scheidemantel is 

connected with the Catholic Order of Foresters. His political allegiance is given to the democratic 

party and he is at all times progressive and public-spirited in matters of citizenship, although he 

neither seeks nor desires public office. His business interests are at all times carefully and capably 

managed and they have brought him a degree of success which places him in the front ranks of 

Winneshiek county's substantial and representative native sons. 

 
 
 

ALBERT RORDORF. 

 
For over thirty years Albert Rordorf has followed agricultural pursuits on the same farm of one 

hundred and eighty acres on section 13, Sumner township, the place being known as Oak Ridge 

Farm. It is highly improved, yielding its owner annually rich harvests, and speaks well for his 

industry, energy and discrimination in applying the most suitable methods to his work. Born in 

Switzerland on June 2, 1861, Albert Rordorf is a son of Albert and Mary (Scheller) Rordorf, both 

natives of the Helvetian republic. The father died in his native country but the mother is still living 

there. They were the parents of six children: Albert, of this review; Mary, of Switzerland; Oscar, of 

New Caledonia, a French island settlement in the Australian archipelago; Lena, of Switzerland; 

Emile, also of New Caledonia; and Ida, of Switzerland. 

Albert Rordorf left his native land in May, 1882, when twenty-one years of age, in order to seek 

the larger opportunities of America, coming to Conover, Iowa, where for five years he followed 

farming in the employ of others. Careful of his earnings, he was enabled in 1887 to buy one hundred 

and sixty acres in Sumner township on section 13 and has since added twenty acres to his farm. 

From 1887 until 1899 he lived in the old log house, which was first erected in the early '60s by an 

old pioneer named Benda, but in the latter year built a modern two-story residence, which greatly 

enhances the value and improves the appearance of the farm. He has made numerous 

improvements, practically all of his land being now under cultivation, and derives a gratifying 

income from the farm.   The property is known as Oak Ridge Farm. 

On October 29. 1887, Mr. Rordorf married Miss Fredericka Heuser, a daughter of Godfrey and 

Fredericka (Vogler) Heuser, natives of Switzerland. The parents came to America from Switzerland 

in 1854, locating near Fort Atkinson, where the father for many years was successfully engaged in 

agricultural pursuits. Both now live retired in Decorah, enjoying the fruits of their former toil. Mr. 

and Mrs. Heuser have six children: Robert, of Sumner township; Fredericka. the wife of our subject; 

Maggie, who married F. Herold, of Hazleton, Iowa; Frederick, the present mayor of Spillville; 

Bertha, the wife of Charles Frey; and Henry, of Lanesboro, Minnesota. Mr. and Airs. Rordorf are the 

parents of two sons: Emil A., born November 30, 1889; and Oscar Henry, born March 17, 1891. 


